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Senior Pastor Moments
with Pastor Bob Cochran

“... ask me about my attention deficit disorder or pie or my cat. Is that a
squirrel!? Ooh, shiny things. I have a bike. Do you like TV? I saw a rock. Hi.”

©

Happy Valentine’s Day Pastor Bob. We love you!

WHEN THE ALARM CLOCK RINGS

(from the writings of Pastor Ron Claussen)

1 Cor. 15:52 - In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye

..we shall all be changed.

On a dairy farm in the early morning, the alarm clock rings. The farmer gets up and gets
ready to go outside to do his morning chores.

The major league pitcher hears the umpire cry, “Play ball,” and gets ready to throw the
first pitch of the game.

A customer enters a store or a restaurant. The experienced clerk or server will greet
that customer and offer to be of service.

The Christian knows that our Lord and Savior will return, but we do not know the day
nor the hour. We know that all will be changed either into the glories of heavenly bodies
or the rags of eternal death. Will we be as ready for our Lord’s return as the farmer is to
respond to his alarm clock, as the pitcher is to answer the umpire’s call to play ball, as the
server or clerk is to wait upon the customer that unexpectedly walks in?

Dear Lord, I (ive in a busy time. There are many things calling me to do
this, NOW. In the midst of my hurried life, may I never be too busy to
await the eagerness Your call to me that I might enter Eternity with You.
Amen.
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.......................................................... feﬁrum’y is the month we celebrate love. And it

Chrlstlan Education i was through an abiding love that God sent his
.......................................................... < one and'on[y Son to us Uoﬁn 30 16) and'so it is in

any language we can say the same thing to each other:
“Je Hacme, Te amo, Hishiteru, Ani ohevet othka, ICH LIEBE DICH,
Ik hou van jou, Te quiero, Eute amo, Jeg elsker deg,

Kocham cig, Te iubesc, I love you.”

There was a song | have enjoyed through the years that was sung by Sandi Patti called, Love In Any Language:
“Love in any language, straight from the heart,
pulls us all together, never apart
And once we learn to speak it, all the world will hear,
Love in any language, fluently spoken here.”

God pulls us all together through his son, Jesus Christ, who loved us so much that he died for us
so we can live eternal with him. Let us share and speak that love with others this month and
until the Lord returns, for we can love because God first loved us.

LATER THIS MONTH WE BEGIN THE
SEASON OF LENT, a time for reflection,
prayer and meditation on God’s love for us.

Plans are underway for a Prayer Retreat,
scheduled for March 17®. The day will begin at
10am and end at 4pm. During this time we will
experience God in worship, music, learning the
meaning of the Lord’s Prayer, how to pray in a
Prayer Labyrinth (Thank-you Zoar Lutheran for
letting us borrow your labyrinth). We will also
learn how to pray in scripture (Lectio Divina),
prayer for forgiveness (Prayer of Examen), and
the use of Prayer Beads for our time with God.
Please prayerfully consider attending this retreat,
we welcome all ages, and encourage families to

come and learn to pray together, and bring a
friend or coworker. All are welcome!
Reservation forms are available on the bulletin
board, in the church office, or on the following
page (we just need a count so we have enough
materials for everyone).

The children continue to collect cans for LSS.
Last month we filled the grocery cart with over
100 cans! At this time our 1¥/2™ graders are
ahead in the race with 25 cans; 3'/4™ have 14
cans, Pre/K have 10 cans, and 5"/6™ have 4 cans.
Let us continue to share our love in providing
food this winter to those in need.

Vacation Bible School is already underway in the community planning. We will be hosting at
First a VBS Swap -Meet with other churches who cannot afford to purchase VBS material

(sharing and recycling) on February 18th,

Our VBS train is already filling up with the following churches:
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St. Marks UMC: June 10th — 14th, 70's theme with Soul Train: Faithbound
College First: June 17th — 21st, SKY by Group

First Lutheran: June 24-28th, Splash in God’s Word by Spark (Augsburg)
St. Andrews: Aug 5-9t, Babylon: Daniel's Courage in Captivity by Group.

May the peace and love of God fill your
hearts with love beyond all expectations!
~Ruth



First Lutheran Prayer Retreat
March 17t, 2012 from 10-4pm (lunch included)

How is your prayer life? Would you like to grow your
prayer life, and find God in prayer?

You are invited to experience different styles of prayer on March 17t. We

will be spending time with God, and experiencing his presences in various
forms of prayer, including:

Worshipping Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Centering Prayer
Lectio Divina
Prayer of Examen
Prayer Labyrinth
Prayer Beads

Registration Form (RSVP by March 11, 2012):

Name:

Number Attending:

Food Allergies:

Return this form to the church office. Thank-you!
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http://www.maze-n-games.com/medevilLabyrinth.png

POPCORN! SODA POP! CANDY!
GET YOUR TICKETS NOW!
ONLY $5.00/PERSON!



N : Happy Valentine’s Day, everyone.

) .

/}T/‘? From the lerary. Paul Sweeney wrote, “You know you have
\;f“’\*’j 4! read a good book when you turn the last page and
ey feel a little as if you have lost a friend.” Well, lately | feel as though | have lost
several friends.

| finished reading The Help by Kathryn Stockett, a book we read for the
January book club. Some of the women in the book made me angry, some
made me laugh, and Skeeter kept me pulling for her and her underground scheme. |
wanted more when | read that last page.

Then, for February book club, | finished Have a Little Faith by Mitch Albom. What a
marvelous read. Reb is gentle in his coaxing, feaching, and preaching. When | finished the
book, | missed his voice answering questions | did not know | had, and counseling me in
areas | hadn't considered.

Now, | have been immersed in Stephen King's, 11/22/63. George/Jake asks
questions about fate and free will as he fravels back in time in an attempt to stop the
assassination of JFK. As | fravel with George/Jake, | reflect that each decision we make sends
the course of the next moment on to only one of, originally, a zllion possibilities. Our lives are
constant decisions of taking the next step and setting a course. Our book club has chosen
this text for April discussion.

In case you are interested, the NY Times listed the following as the Top Ten Books of
2011: The Art of Fielding by Harbach, a combination of baseball and meditation on talent;
11/22/63; Swamplandia by Russell ,which centers around an alligator theme park in the
Everglades; The Ten Thousand Saints by Henderson, a story that combines music and the
AIDS epidemic of the 80's; The Tiger’s Wife by Ebreht combines century old folk tales with the
“real” tale of a young female doctor in the Balkans. In non-fiction stands Arguably - Essays
by Hitchens, 8co pages of 100 essays on a wide range of topics; A Boy in the Moon, by lan
Brown, a writer for the Globe and Mail in Toronto, who writes of his son born with a rare
genetic mutation; Malcolm X - A life of Reinvention by Marable - the Times calls this
biography "a more complete and unvarnished portrait...than the one found in his
autobiography”; Thinking, Fast and Slow by Kahneman explains that irrationality is in our
bones hence we misremember and misjudge; and, finally, A World on Fire by Foreman
discusses the British role in the American Civil War.

Interesting tidbits:
~Farth is now home to some 7 billion people - that’s almost
triple the population of 1950.
~The ratio of women to men age 60+ is 100 to 83.

The book Every Monday Matters suggests we "make today maftter” by eating
healthy. You deserve to be in good health. For most, diabetes, hypertension and other
obesity-related chronic diseases are preventable by eating healthy and exercising. You will
feel better than ever, both mentally and physically. If you don’t want to do it for yourself, this
Valentine's Day, begin to do it for those who love you.

(And before | sign off this month, | need to tell all of you that the library seasonal
decorations and the candy are NOT paid for from the library fund. Donations are accepted,
hint-hint.)

’Ungi[ next month, God bless and keep reading.
Katﬁy BrooRs (Xbrooks@Lrbeg.com)




“FOR

THIS is the message
YOU

HAVE

HEARD

FROM the
BEGINNING,
THAT we
SHOULD
LOVE

ONE
ANOTHER.”

“ .., LET us love,
NOT in
WORD or
SPEECH, butin
TRUTH and
ACTION.”

~| John 3:11,18
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Can you find all the BOLD bible verse words in the
word search above???




howve a suseet

“By the way,
I am wearing the smile

you gave me.”

"

——

Apples, peanut butter, & mini marshmallows.

A letter from Aunt Gladys

The good Lord has made it clear in Holy
Scripture that gossip is a bad thing, so it is
with an understanding of that fact that I
share this concern with you folks: I recently
heard two rumors about our pastors that I
wanted to reveal to you, realizing that they
may not be true at all. So, if after reading
them, you realize that there is no truth to
them, I invite you to call the church office
and set the record straight for anyone who
is mistaken about them.

The first is that our youth group is planning a
fund-raising event to raise money to assist
Pastor Cochran in purchasing a comb and
some hair-straightening products. The
second is that several years ago, Pastor
DeMoss was asked to play the role of Santa
Claus in a community event. Evidently,
according to this rumor, he rented a costume
and had fun with the event. However, he
enjoyed the beard so much that he
purchased it from the costume rental
company and wears it to this day. Like I said,
I'm not sure if these are true, but I felt it
was my Christian duty to tell you about them
here. After dll, it is important to be forth-
coming with one another concerning such
important matters. God bless you all.

~Aunt q!adgs



Approved Endowment restricted fund distribution of

85941 to respective recipients.

+ Approved Endowment’s 2012 slate of officers.

+ Evangelism discussed starting a Mentor program.
Furniture was moved in the Lounge to accommodate
Cookie Sundays.

Social Ministry requesting Time & Talents brochure in
bulletin.

<(>> Agreed January 2012 Congregational Meeting went well,

and was uplifting.

Letter to be sent out to committee chairs for all their

hard work.

Council Meeting will be meeting in 2012 on the third
Monday of the month at 7:00pm.

T THINK T HAVE
THAT WOMEN- TALK
ALL FiGURED OuUT

)

Y5 MEANS MAYBE.
MAYBE MEANS NO.

s

AND NO HMEANS

TRY HARDER 5;*:1_1;
/
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THANK YOU TO FIRST LUTHERAN....

~from Open Arms for $151.11 from Noisy Offering.
~2 |etters from City Mission for donation of food.
~from City Mission for $700 and $450(benevolence)

~1 letter from City Mission thanking us for total of
$4225.91 donated in 2011.

~Redeemer, Toledo thanked us for our donations
allowing them to enter into 2012 in the
black...something Redeemer has not seen for more
than 12 years!

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

THE VOTES ARE IN! At the Congregational
Meeting on Sunday, January 15, elected to be
your 2012 Nominating Committee were
Jenny Welte and Barb Larick. Jenny and Barb
will join two “out-going” Council Members in
November, to put together the nominees for
the next Council election.

THANK YOU TO ALL THOSE THAT
PARTICIPATED IN THE JANUARY, 2012
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING.

i*Approved the 2011 Annual Report
i *Elected Jenny Welte and Barb Larick to the :
i Nominating Committee
i *Approved the 2012 Budget

i *Requested delegates for the NWO Synod

i Assembly May 18-19

i *Capital Campaign introduced to support .
i state-mandated Elevator fix, and Parking Lot
‘repaving.
i (2011 Annual Report and detailed written minutes
i are on file in the church office.) i



ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE

Scholarship applications are now available on the bulletin board and in the church office
for two scholarship funds from the Endowment Fund.

1. The Endowment General Scholarship is available for voting members and their
dependents attending a Christian Theological Seminary, a Lutheran affiliated college or
university regardless of major, or any Christian college or university if majoring in areas
of Christian ministry.

2. The Jeffrey Allan DeMoss Scholarship was established for members of First
Lutheran Church by Paul and Sue DeMoss in memory of their son, Jeff. This
scholarship will be awarded to a student who is an active member of First Lutheran
between the ages of 18 and 25, attending a nationally accredited college or university
with a declared major in health, religion, and/or social work professions. Examples of
professions include but are not limited to social work, counseling, psychology, nursing,
medicine, youth work, ministry, and mental health. Applicants must also be of good
Christian character and be making use of their talents in a manner that is pleasing to
God. No one person may receive the scholarship award more than twice.

Deadline for submitting applications and letters of recommendation is March 31%". The
recipient(s) will be selected and notified on or before June 1*. A total of $2,378.03 for the
General Scholarship and $200 for the Jeffrey Allan DeMoss Scholarship is available to be
awarded. Any questions, please contact any Endowment committee member or the church
office.

The 2012 distributions will be available from the
following Endowment funds:

Restricted Fund: 859.41 (includes Schlee, McCrack-
en, Bradley and Yammine funds)

Church works: 8,255.80
Missionary Outreach: 3,759.47
Scholarship: 2,578.03
Unrestricted Fund: 6,695.78

Please call Doug Bonnoront, 419-348-6881, if you
may have any questions.




“When in our music, God is glorified...”

wonderful music programs sponsored by our

Worship & Music team.

1. Sunday, March 25, 4:00 PM- Join us as we celebrate our second annual
“Joyful Noise” concert. Brass, bells, instruments, keyboards, and
congregational singing will thrill you and get you moving. This concert will offer
both sacred and secular music, and the freewill offering will help support our
organ repair fund.

2. Saturday, April 14, 7:00 PM- The Wittenberg University choir will present a
performance Saturday night, and again on Sunday April 15" at the late service
(it won’t be too “taxing”). Come join us and support Pastor Paul’'s alma mater
and Zoe Thompson’s future alma mater as this choral group lifts their collective
voice in song.

Because the choir is staying overnight, WE NEED HOST FAMILIES! A host family
(and this can be a single person) provides beds for 2 or more students; breakfast
Sunday morning, and transportation to the church Sunday morning. Hosts will
greet their students after the performance at the reception in Fellowship Hall.
Contact Laurie Adler at 419-423-7175 to volunteer to house some students.

Just in case you’d like to help us celebrate Wittenberg even more, please plan to
attend the carry-in dinner after the 10:45 service on April 15™. You won’t need your
W-2, but you will need to bring a salad or dessert, and table service. Main course
and beverages will be provided.

WE HAVE THE GRAND TOTAL! We raised $1,948 at Christmas towards our Memory & Honor
Tree. Thrivent added $1,600! We were able to present Lutheran Social Services of Findlay
with a check for $3,548!!! What an amazing gift from our church to the community!
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A NEW SUPPLY OF FAIR TRADE COFFEE HAS ARRIVED.
After questions regarding availabilty of whole bean
N coffee, we ordered and received 5 bags. It is a Full
. City roast coffee from East Africa as a part of the
S.OClALMINISTRY. Congo Coffee Project. Purchasing this particular coffee
allows a donation to be made to Panzi Hospital in
Bukiva, Congo to provide life-saving treatment, counseling and aftercare
programs to more than 2,000 survivors of sexual violence each year.
Ground coffee is also available in Bright Day Brew, Breakfast Blend, Sister's
blend, Love Buzz, and Columbian Decaf. The purchase of these coffees allows
money to be donated to Lutheran World Relief. The coffees are in the
kitchenette with prices listed; envelopes are there for cash or checks to be
placed in the office. If you would like more information of other products
available  through  World Relief  visit the  website Iwr/org/coffee  or
equalexchange.org/lwr.

DRIVERS FOR SHUT-INS NEEDED. Over the last six
L()l-’? Gﬂ[l years, a very dedicated group of volunteers have
made sure each Sunday our shut-ins, or people
Love Others without transportation, have a way to church to
worship God and continue to be part of the
Serve The World  church famity.

Due to a variety of circumstances, we need
additional drivers. Please consider volunteering; it
is a wonderful ministry, and for late service only.
You would probably drive once every 2-3 months.
To volunteer, or for more information, contact the

pastors or Jerry Bryant, 419-422-0015.

BLOODMOSBILE February 23, 2012.
A sign-up sheet will be on the bulletin board
outside the office. Cookies and volunteers
will be needed.

ADULT DAY CENTER—The Day Center opened in December at the City Mission and Focus on
Friends. This Day Center is a place for homeless and under-housed men and women. It was started

by a few churches and agencies in Findlay to provide a safe, warm and nurturing place that will offer
computers, phone, lunch, spiritual growth and educational programs. Persons attending could receive

help in obtaining their GED and job applications.

As with many agencies in Findlay, volunteers are always needed. Persons could help with mentoring,
providing educational programs, or being a driver utilizing the City Mission van to transport people
from the City Mission to Focus on Friends, or trip to the Family Center. Please consider offering your
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Women of the Upcoming WELCA Events
ELCA @ February - Martha Circle: NO MEETING
=

Feb 14 - 9:30a Rachel Circle: lounge

By Eileen Mains, President
Feb 20 - 7:00p Hannah Circle: lounge
Feb 26 - Cookie Sunday: Hannah Circle

A
g

Luther Club meets Feb. 28 in the
() Fellowship Hall for a potluck meal at 6pm.
The committee will provide the meat and
guests are to bring side dishes. The program

begins at 7:00pm with the historian Louise Com!n‘ur_'i
Wyneland about Artist, Mary Zay Blackford PILNIRE
Fowler. All adults are welcome for this evening of
fellowship and entertainment.

GOOD PEOPLE, IDEAS, AND FOOD

GOOD NEWS! We won't have to just dunk one bean in boiling water to make soup,
or use the same soup bone from month to month to make stew!
THANKS! THANKS!THANKS! to all who heard our plea for funds!

So many responded with generous donations of $5 all the way to $500 to refill the
coffers of the Community Dinner. The Hannah Circle also chose the Community
Dinner as its Christmas project and shopped for meat, fruit, and vegetables.

...a big WELCA thank you for your generosity.

We chose not to know names of individual donors, but simply to let all know, by way
of this Thank you notice, how much we appreciate your support.

From jello salads, to cakes, to fruit, to help in the kitchen, to dollars and cents.
...you all make this work!

And please know that hardly a morsel goes to waste....what we don't use on Sundays
goes to shut-ins, the City Mission or LSS.

So, again, God's rich blessings be upon you for your generosity
in helping to feed His people.

Please join us February 5 for Chicken and Noodles!
~Jane Ebersole and Barbara Larick



THE ALTAR FLOWER SIGN-UP has been post-
ed on the bulletin board outside the office.
We still have some empty slots. Your spe-
cial day may be available. Hurry!

LOOKING FOR 12 MEN that might be inter-
ested in taking a part in the Last Supper
Reenactment, on Maunday Thursday, April
5th, 2012. Anyone interested in helping out
please call Steve and Traci Roth at 419-
424-3287, or email at drag-
onroth@woh.rr.com.

WE ARE STILL NEEDING someone interested
in being a delegate from First Lutheran to
attend the Synod Assembly May 18-19. If
you are interested please see Pastor Bob.

TICKETS FOR DATE NIGHT are available.
Please see Pam Cochran, Adam Bower, or
Elaine (in the office) to purchase your tickets
now

““ Ash Wednesday

ASH g /
Winmpsy 1S JFebruary 22!

NEEDS LISTS are posted in the kitchenette for
various agencies in the Findlay area. If you
are able to help with these, please bring your
items to the church with the agency noted.

Food cart requests for
February are paper products,
canned fruit, & Kleenex.
Contributions are always
made to LSS Food Pantry
(February is SOUPER Bowl
of Caring).
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CARD SHOWER! Dorothy Kohl will be
turning 95 years old on February 10t
Dorothy is staying with her sister, Mrs.
Luther Vonstein, and cards can be
mailed to 8802 Co. Rd 26, Jenera, OH
45841.

A HEART-felt THANKS to our family at First
Lutheran for your prayers, cards, hugs, well
wishes, and general kindness during Bob's
recent surgery and recovery. We are truly
blessed and thankful for everything!

Love, Bob & Arlene Schriner, and family

HI FIRST LUTHERAN FRIENDS!

My parents, Herb and Clara Mahler, will be
celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary
on Feb. 17, 2012. We would like to create a
memory book in honor of their "golden" day
and years together, and we are asking mem-
bers of 1st Lutheran to send a card, letter,
note or picture to be included in this book.
Although declining health has kept my folks
from being active participating members in
recent years, they have always considered
1st Lutheran to be their church family and
we all have wonderful memories of special
times spent there.

If anyone would like to send something, or
have any questions, please feel free to
contact me. Many thanks and God bless!
~Ruth Mahler Wood

6051 Needle Rock Court

Sylvania, Ohio 43560

THANK YOU CLOYCE! If you get the
chance, check out Cloyce Baker's amazing
handy-work in creating a new TV cabinet in
the Open Tomb, and a door to the Youth
Minister’s office!l

CHILDREN OF THE LIGHT, 19 youth in
grades 9-12 from Findlay and surrounding
areas, will be having a Concert Sunday,
February 12, 7:00pm at St. Andrew’s
United Methodist (120 W. Sandusky).




0 (YUY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

GREETERS

Feb 5
8:15 - Ken & Nancy Bahler
10:45 - Clair & Beulah Bishop

Feb 12
8:15 - Jim & Eileen Mains
10:45 - Kids of the Kingdom

Feb 19
8:15 - Paul & Kathy Brooks
10:45 - Leopold Family

Feb 22 (Ash Wednesday)
Jerry & Carolyn Bryant

Feb 26
8:15 - Paul & Laurie Adler
10:45 - Michael & Sharon Fraley

LECTORS

Marilynn Dunn
Renee Smith

Acolytes
Acolytes

Paul Brooks
Steve Leopold

Ruth Whitaker

Paul Adler
Tom Dillon

Noah Routson, Kyle Nunn
Ryan Price, Madison Kirk

ACOLYTES

Alex Von Stein
Brooke Peplinski, Ryan Price

Alex Von Stein, Taylor Brown
Ryan Buck, Anthony Masterlasco

Noah Routson
Patrick Breen, Jacob McCutcheon

SOUND ROOM (early service)

Feb 5 - Tim Cochran
Feb 12 - Dave Gerber
Feb 19 - Tim Roth

Feb 22 (Ash Wednesday) -
Feb 26 - Tim Cochran

SOUND (late service)

Todd Thompson
Building Manager
Jerry Bryant

Building Manager

TRANSPORTATION

Jerry Bryant
Ken Wynkoop
Jerry Bryant

Daryl Rotman

COMMUNION BREAD
Feb 5 - Pam Cochran

Feb 12 - Devra Hall
Feb 19 - Dawn Franks

(Ash Wed is Feb 22 - Wafers.
Bread resumes Easter Sunday,
April 8.)

ALTAR GUILD
Jim & Pam Bott, Julie Buck

COOKIE SUNDAY
Feb 5 - No Cookies: Community
Dinner

Feb 12 - Council
Feb 19 - Endowment
Feb 26 - Martha Circle

DEACONS

Steve Roth, Tom Mitchell,
Tim Cochran, Micah Ste-
vens, Bob Schriner, Dawn
Franks, Tad Schell, Sue
DeMoss

COUNTERS
Tom & Cindy Fitzpatrick

USHERS 8:15
Ken & Nancy Bahler

FLOWER DELIVERY

Sue DeMoss

Note: Altar flowers
need to be delivered on
Friday before 2:00.

Please

for
flowers

ALTAR FLOWERS

sign up Feb 5- McClellans
Feb 12 - Herbert & Clara Mahler

Feb 19 - Elaine Timbrook
. Feb 26 - Marilyn & Dick Schweitzer
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